Federal Communications Commission o
Washington, D.C. 20554 G616

March 31. 1999

3-B443-HC
CNO980994

Laurey Tantra
1428 N. MLK Jr. Rd.
Eunice, LA 70535

Dear Ms. Tantra:

Thank you for your letter concerning the formation of a Minority Hiring and Review
Commission. In a recent Notice of Proposed Rule Making, Review of the Commission’s
Broadcast and Cable Equal Employment Opportunity Rules and Policies and Termination of
the EEQ Streamlining Proceeding, 13 FCC Red 23004 (1998), the Commission requested
comment on proposals to restructure its EEO Rules and policies. As your letter appears to
concern these issues, it will be associated with the record of that proceeding.

In your letter, you also request answers to several questions concerning station
ownership and payment to radio stations for use of on-air time. In answer to your initial
question, it is not illegal to pay radio stations to use on-air time, as long as the station
announces, at the time of the broadcast, that the broadcast is paid for and who has paid for
the broadcast. In answer to your second and third questions, in order to own and operate a
radio or television station, a person or entity, such as a corporation, must have a license,
issued by the Federal Communications Commission.

I hope this has been responsive to your concerns.

Sincerely,

Z((FS.(Z_L Ld‘x5(l

Edythe Wise

Deputy Chief
Enforcement Division
Mass Media Bureau
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